262      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army James, October 13th, 1864, 9.50 P.M.
Lt. Gen'l. GRANT, CITY POINT
THE operations today, as I learn them from Gen. Terry, are as follows: With two (2) divisions and Kautz's Cavalry he went up the Darbytown road, went along the enemy's lines to the right for something like a mile, driving in the enemy's pickets with considerable loss to them. He then sent me a telegram which I forwarded to you at 12 o'clock M. To that I returned an answer. "Despatch received, contents referred to Gen. Grant. Will send orders." After receiving your orders at 1.80 I despatched to him the following: "I would not attack the enemy in their entrenchments. After carefully reconnoitring the enemy, found their position and looked at all the roads, retire at leisure." At 8 o'clock I received from him that Gen'l. Kautz had found a place in the line where there was apparently a gap, and Ames had gone in with a brigade before my orders were received, that he would retire as soon as that fact was settled.
Ames was unsuccessful owing to the enemy's lines being retired, which gave the impression that there was a gap in the line. The enemy then charged Ames, and were repulsed handsomely. Terry then retired leisurely, followed only by a line of skirmishers for a short distance. The losses in his Corps he says during the day were between three (3) and four hundred (400). The troops are all back in their camps and every thing quiet. There is not the slightest cause for anxiety. I had telegraphed for all particulars from Gen'l. Terry, but ascertained that being very much tired he was home abed. BENJ. F. BUTLER, Mag. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Butler
Ed Qrs Army James, Oct. 13th, 1864, 10.5 P.M.
Maj. Gen'l. WEITZEL, Comd'g. 18th A. C. SEND the 12th New Hampshire to Potter immediately.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army. James, Oat 13th, 1864,10.5 P.M.
Col. POTTER, Comd'g. Bermuda THE 12th New Hampshire will report to you between now
& morning.                            -,        ._. _,            , _ .   ~   .,
^^                           BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen I.